
what's happening at the bridge 


Our mission at the bridge Presbyterian Church is to 

help people 

Connect with God’s people in your life 
Connect with God’s purpose in your life 
Connect with God’s passion for your life 


Wavs to Connect with God’s mission at the bridge 


Dec. 6 -12:00 pm - Women of the bridge at Bettye Weihs’ house 
Dec. 8 -11:45 am - Matthew’s Ministry Packing 

Sun. Dec. 8 - Deadline for Equal Exchange orders for Christmas 

Sun. Dec. 8 - 6:30 pm - Compassionate Friends Candle Lighting - Leland 

Town Hall 

00 pm - Leland House Craft Day 

qual Exchange Christmas order pick up 

Sun. Dec. 22 - 3:00 pm - Family Caroling around Fire Pits at Boettcher’s House 
Dec. 24 - 5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 24 - Potluck Supper and Caroling after service at Boettcher’s House 
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Ministry Team Meetings this Week 


Wed. Dec. 11 - 9:30 am - Hospitality Team 
Wed. Dec. 11 -1:30 pm - Small Group Team 


Weekly Small Groups 
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- Boy Scouts and SOS (Siblings of Scouts) 

- Sleep Mats for Homeless 

- Al-Anon Group Meeting 

- A.A. Group Meeting 

- Men’s Prayer and Share Small Group 

- A.A. Group Meeting 






The bridge Core Habits 

What does a disciple of Jesus Christ look like at the bridge? Our core habits answer that question. Our core 

habits are: 

Pray daily - Worship together weekly - Welcome & Include everyone - Belong to a small group - 

Give generously - Cherish children - 
Forgive & reconcile continually - Serve our community 


Date: December 8, 2019 
Title: Disturbance Followed By Hope 
Text: Micah 3: 5 -12; Luke 3: 7 -14 

Questions: 

• How many of you have ever received a really, really good massage from a mas¬ 
sage therapist? Was it more comforting or disturbing? 

• What might the Lord be disturbing within you, right now? 

• Can you think of times when disturbance and change in life might be uncomfort¬ 
able, even painful, yet ultimately lead to joy and renewal? 




bridge "Notes” from Patty 


In my search for an Advent hymn with an upbeat tempo, I found "People Look East". In 
the last forty years, this hymn has gained popularity and appears in many church hym¬ 
nals. It contains key images of the season. "East" is the direction of the rising sun and in 
the history of Christianity, the direction of the coming Messiah. The song was written by 
Elanor Farjeon (1881-1965) whose best known work in the United States is the hymn, 
"Morning Has Broken" but in England she is beloved as an author of more than eighty 
children's books and poems. Here is a lovely video of the song. We'll be singing several 
verses this Sunday. Can't wait to see you there! 


https://voutu.be/7SPLN1q ZFY 











Epiphany Sunday 2020 
The bridge Presbyterian Church 
Celebrating Divine New Discoveries 
Congregational Participation! 


Explanation : 

Sunday January 5 th is Epiphany Sunday. Epiphany means manifestation or appearance. Traditionally on 
Epiphany Sunday, the Church has focused on the story of the Magi’s visit and/or the baptism of Jesus 
celebrating manifestations of God to the world. Epiphany can also be translated as ‘new discovery.’ 

This Epiphany Sunday at the bridge we want to try something different. But we NEED your help! Build¬ 
ing on the theme of ‘new discovery,’ we are asking folks at the bridge to share the following information 
on either a three by five card or by email: 

Share a passage of scripture that has brought new light or a fresh understanding about the Lord and/ 
or your Christian faith over the past two years. (Please write out the passage with the appropriate 
citation) 

Underneath that passage, please write one or two words that describe the ‘new discovery’ this pas¬ 
sage gave to you. 

Then, underneath the one or two words, please write you name. 

We will then share these with the congregation via power point slides during the worship service. 

Example : 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” 

(Proverbs 3; 4 -5) 

Guidance 

Steve Jones 

Deadline : 

We need all submissions into the church office by January 2 nd . This idea will not work without your 
help. So, please consider participating in this unique worship service. Drop your submission into the 
offering plate, drop it by the church office or email it to Wanda at thebridgepres@gmail.com 



Servers for Sunday, December 8th 



Ushers 

9:00 am - Virgil Batten, Charlie Riddle, George and Peggy Robertson 
10:30 am - Dennis Rumpf, Clyde Queen, James and Brenda Bozeman 



Greeters 

9:00 am - George and Peggy Robertson 
10:30 am - Clyde and Luana Queen, Dennis Rumpf 



Connecting Partners 

9:00 am - Twila Nahama 
10:30 am - Dixie Bennett and Barbara Harwell 








Last Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019 


Attendance 140 (4-week average) 
Offering $ 5,570 (4-week average) 

Offering $ 5,435 (8-week average) 

Actual Attendance 155 
Actual Offering $ 6,706 


Anyone who is interested in starting a new small group is invited to the Small 
Group Team meeting on Wednesday, December 11 at 1:30 p.m. in room A. All 
past facilitators and those who may be interested in facilitating a Sermon Based 
Small Group (SBSG) are invited to the meeting to meet the new Small Group 
Team elder, Julie Shackleton. All who agreed to facilitate/organize our new small 
groups are encouraged to attend the meeting. 


bridge Builders, our Sunday morning children's program, is located in suite 206 dur¬ 
ing the 10:30 service. A nursery for infants and toddlers is also provided during the 

10:30 service 
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Sunday Dec. 8th: 

Teacher: Elizabeth Murray 
Toddlers/Babies : Gidget Karlof and Judy Hogg 











White Poinsettias for the Worship Center during Advent 


As the Worship Team is preparing the Sanctuary for the upcoming 
Advent Season, we have had many requests to include poinsettias 
honoring loved ones around the stage area. So, in order to fulfill this 
request as easily as possible, we have come up with an idea that we 
want to present to our people at the bridge. If you desire to place a 
poinsettia in the Worship Center for the Advent Season, we ask you 
to purchase your own white or light pink in color poinsettia in any 
size and place it in the Worship Center one Sunday in Advent. 


Please place your name on the bottom of the plant pot so you can 
claim the plant at the end of service on Christmas Eve. Also fill out a 
form found in the back of the worship center on the bulletin board or 
the table below the bulletin board with your name and who you are 
honoring with the plant or plants. Please put the completed form in 
the basket on that table so we can announce the honorees in Cur¬ 
rents. If you have any further questions, please contact Cathy 
Boettcher, Elder of Worship Team. Cboettcherl 16@qmail.com 



Our Christmas Craft Day at Leland House Assisted Living and Memory Care Facility will be 
Monday, December 9, at 2:00p.m. in the Activities Room. We need volunteers to help the resi¬ 
dents with a simple craft, to serve refreshments, and to enjoy a time of fellowship. If you would 
like to join us in this mission of the bridge, Leland House is located at 1935 Lincoln Rd. NE in 
Leland. All are welcome! Contact Patti Pirher if you have questions, ppirher@qmail.com 













Christmas Stockings for Kids World Academy 




Thanks to the generous spirit of our bridge family, all of the children have been spon¬ 
sored for our Christmas Stocking Project. Please return your filled stockings to our 
church, and cross your name off the sign up sheet by December 15. Delivery will be 
Thursday, December 19, at 10:00a.m., at 9272 Post Office Rd.NE, Leland. All are wel¬ 
come. 

Thank you for supporting this Sustainable Mission Partner of the bridge. 
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December Mission Opportunity 

Some of us may have missed out on providing a stocking for a child at Kids World 
Academy. So, we have a new mission opportunity. One of our sustainable part¬ 
ners, Brunswick Family Assistance (BFA), is joining with the U.S. Marines in their 
Toys for Tots program. We will be collecting items for this program which is for kids 
age 0 to 16. The greatest need is for 13-16 years old. Some suggestions are soc¬ 
cer or basketballs, make-up kits or jewelry, etc. If you have grandkids in that age 
group, maybe a shopping trip with them would be fun or at least get suggestions 
from them. Please bring the gift, unwrapped, to the church by December 15 th if you 
wish to participate in this opportunity. They will be delivered to BFA in Shallotte. 



The Leland House Angel Tree is ready! 

If you have a heart for our friends at Leland House, there are eight Angel Tags waiting to go 

Christmas shopping. 

To adopt a resident for Christmas, take an Angel off the tree at Leland House, write your 
name, phone number and email next to the Angel’s number in the folder. Take the Angel tag 
shopping to purchase the resident’s wish list of items. Wrap the gifts and return them with 

the Angel tag by December 20. 

Leland House is located at 1935 Lincoln Road NE, in Leland. 







Celebrating Birthdays at the bridge - DECEMBER 
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Pete Erbe 

9 

Gary Westphal 

12 

Judy Hogg 

14 

Doug Cushing 

20 

Ruth Hepner 

22 

Gary Lewis 

23 

Chris Murray 

27 

Lisa Myers 

29 


Advent Devotional Resources you may want to order. 
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Advent Devotional Resources 2019 




Availableat: 

https://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/ 

OR: 

https://www.amazon.com/ 

Family Devotional available at: 

https://www.pcusastore.eom/Products/1711619007/p 

resbyterians-todav-advent-devotional-2019.aspx 
































It’s Equal Exchange Holiday Gift Time! 


This year give a gift that makes a difference. Fill a holiday gift bag with Equal Exchange 
fairly traded coffee, chocolate bars and minis, and hot cocoa mix or purchase holiday 
gift baskets of coffee (one bag), a bag of minis, and a chocolate bar. 

We at the bridge support small-scale farmers all over the world through the purchase of 
these items from Equal Exchange in partnership with the Presbyterian Coffee Project. 
Equal Exchange coffee is the delicious coffee we serve every Sunday. 

From Sunday November 3 to December 10, you’ll have a chance to order customized 
Holiday Gift Bags as well as chocolate bars and gift baskets. 

Here’s how it works: Order forms and product information sheets will be available on the 
Equal Exchange table on Sundays beginning November 3. Just fill in an order form for 
each gift you’d like, return it with your payment, and we’ll package the goodies in a holi¬ 
day gift bag. 

For Christmas: Order by December 10 for pick up on December 15. 

If you can not come to the bridge to pick up your order - please let us know and we will 
make arrangements to get it to you.For more information, contact Sandy Sears at 910- 
228-5828 slsoct@vahoo.com or Marilyn Vernon at 301-908-8704 mari- 
lvn.vernon2@qmail.com . 

Please copy and paste the links to print copies of order forms if needed: 

Gift Bags: 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=9ba035169c&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg- 

f:1650739125429049630&th=16e89a7d1409991 e&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_k37i2bgi0 

Gift Baskets: 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=9ba035169c&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg- 

f:1650739125429049630&th=16e89a7d1409991 e&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_k37i2nqo1 




Living Proof with Beth Moore in Wilmington 

On April 24th and 25th, 2020, Living Proof Live with Beth Moore is coming to Wilmington, 
NC. Travis Cottrell will be leading the worship portion of this retreat at Trask Coliseum on 
the campus of UNCW. 

The bridge will be collecting checks made out to LifeWay Women Events for $65. To 
reserve a general admission ticket, you must get this check to Wanda Batten by Decem¬ 
ber 20th. On the 20th all checks will be sent to LifeWay to reserve our general admission 
tickets. If we can send in 75 or more checks, we will be guaranteed a priority section for 
our church and our guests. We have invited First Presbyterian to help us make this quota 
and we ask you to invite your friends and neighbors to join us so we can all be together to 
experience this event. 

For further information go to LifeWay.com/Living Proof or call 800-254-2022. 










Bridge Community Bulletin Board 




Travel Opportunity for Friends at the bridge! 
April 29-May 10, 2020 

We are looking for traveling companions as we plan for an 11 
day European River Boat Cruise from Basel in Switzerland to 
Amsterdam on the Rhine River. This is an all-inclusive Uni¬ 
world Cruise (food, drink, daily excursions, and gratuities are 
all included). We’ll qualify for a greatly reduced group rate if 
we reserve five cabins. Approximate cost for a deluxe cabin 
(large picture window) is $3,500.00 per person, plus airfare 
($705.00 per person) and travel insurance ($450 per person). 
For more information look for the “Remarkable Rhine & His¬ 
toric Holland” cruise at uniworld.com, or speak with Andrew 
and Cathy Purves who can email you a brochure, or contact 
our travel agent, Angie Fanning - anqie@awavbuq.com ; 910- 
233-2220. 


497 Olde Waterford Way Suite 205 910-769-4951 thebridgepres@gmail.com thebridgepres.org 












Save the dates! April 30-May 1, 2020 
At Montreat Conference Center 

A regional, day and a half conference sponsored by POAMN 
(Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network) 

Stronger Together: Faith in Action Across Generations 
An Older Adult Ministry Regional Conference not to be missed! 

Featuring outstanding leadership 



Dr. Eileen Lindner Rev. Jon Brown Rev. Cindy Kohlmann Carla Karst 


Worship, keynotes, fellowship, workshops 

This conference is for you if: 

You work with older adults in your congregation (lay or clergy) 

You want to build relationships across generations 
If you seek to thrive after 55 in body, mind, and spirit 
You seek the latest on current issues of aging and the church 
You are a retired church professional 

Don’t delay! Beginning in November, you will be able to register on-line. Details available 
through the POAMN website, www.poamn.org and at www.montreat.org . 
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